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Key date: The modernized GLP takes effect October 19, 2026. Until then, the existing testing and 

licensing rules remain in effect. 

Editorial note 

This guide separates confirmed ICBC rules from recommended school messaging. It is written for 

conversion into a public-facing webpage and should be reviewed again immediately before launch 

because fees, procedures and transition details can change. The published page should state that it 

provides general educational information and that ICBC and RoadSafetyBC determine individual 

eligibility, restrictions and licensing outcomes. 

  



 

 

Recommended webpage copy 

ICBC GLP Changes Coming October 19, 2026 

British Columbia is changing the Graduated Licensing Program (GLP). The knowledge test, learner stage 

and Class 7 road test will remain, but the second road test currently used to move from a Class 7 Novice 

licence to a Class 5 licence will be replaced by a Driving Record Assessment. Drivers who qualify will then 

hold a Class 5 licence with a 12-month zero-alcohol and zero-drug restriction before that restriction 

expires automatically. 

The short version: Drivers will still need to learn, practise and pass the Class 7 road test. The change 

removes the second road test — not the need to build strong driving skills. 

At a glance: old program vs. new program 

Step Before Oct. 19, 2026 From Oct. 19, 2026 

Start Knowledge test + vision screening Knowledge test + vision screening 

Learner stage Generally 12 months Under 25: 12 months; age 25+: 9 months 

First road test Class 7 road test to earn N Class 7 road test remains 

Novice stage 24 months; potentially 18 with  

approved GLP course 

Under 25: 24 months or 18 with approved 

GLP course; age 25+: 12 months 

Exit step Class 5 road test Driving Record Assessment 

Next licence Full Class 5 Class 5 with restriction 55 for 12 months 

Final step No additional GLP stage Restriction 55 expires automatically after 

12 months if the period is not restarted 

 

1. What is changing 

The second road test is being removed 

Starting October 19, 2026, an eligible Class 7 Novice driver will no longer take a second road test to 

move to Class 5. The Class 7 road test — the test used to earn the N — remains in place. 

A Driving Record Assessment replaces the Class 5 exit test 

The Driving Record Assessment (DRA) is a review of the driver’s record, not an in-car test. To qualify, the 

driver must have completed the required safe-driving period and, during that period, must have: 

no convictions for excessive speeding; 

no convictions for using an electronic device while driving; and 

no driving prohibitions or suspensions. 



 

 

Starting October 19, 2026, eligible drivers can find an “Earliest Exit Date” on their driving record. Once 

that date is reached, they can visit a driver licensing office for the DRA and licence upgrade. ICBC says 

appointments and walk-in service will be available; online appointment bookings at ICBC driver licensing 

offices should use the “Driving Record Assessment” service type. 

Important: A DRA is not a skills test. Passing the record review means the driver met the published 

experience and record criteria; it does not replace the value of professional instruction, varied practice 

or a readiness assessment. 

A new 12-month restricted Class 5 stage is added 

After a successful DRA, the driver receives a Class 5 licence with restriction 55. For 12 months, the driver 

must have zero blood alcohol and zero blood drug content while driving. The restriction’s expiry date 

appears on the back of the licence and the restriction expires automatically. 

If the driver receives a prohibition or suspension during those 12 months, the restriction period restarts 

from the date the licence is reinstated. 

Other access changes 

The age at which a person can apply for a driver’s licence without parental or guardian consent 

lowers from 19 to 18. 

The minimum age for a qualified practice supervisor lowers from 25 to 22, subject to the licence 

requirements explained below. 

An immediate-family exemption is added to the Class 7L passenger limit. 

Drivers age 25 and older receive shorter learner and novice stages. 

Related modernization: online knowledge testing 

As of June 9, 2026, eligible B.C. residents over age 16 can take Class 5–8 knowledge tests online. In-

person testing remains available. The passenger-vehicle knowledge test still requires 40 correct answers 

out of 50, and ICBC lists a 45-minute testing period and a $15 fee. An online pass does not by itself issue 

the learner’s licence; the applicant still needs to complete ICBC’s identity, vision and licensing steps. 

2. The pathway for drivers under 25 

Learner stage — Hold the Class 7L for at least 12 months and practise with a qualified supervisor. 

Class 7 road test — Pass the in-car road test to earn a Class 7 Novice licence and display the N sign. 

Novice stage — Complete 24 months of safe driving, or 18 months if an ICBC-approved GLP course 

was completed during the learner stage. 

Driving Record Assessment — Meet the published driving-record criteria and apply to upgrade. 



 

 

Restricted Class 5 — Drive for 12 months with restriction 55: zero alcohol and zero drugs while 

driving. 

Unrestricted Class 5 — Restriction 55 expires automatically at the end of the period, unless the 

period has restarted because of a prohibition or suspension. 

Approved-course benefit: For drivers under 25, completing an ICBC-approved GLP course during the 

learner stage can reduce the novice period from 24 months to 18 months. Starting but not completing 

the course does not earn the reduction. 

3. The pathway for drivers age 25 and older 

Learner stage — Hold the Class 7L for at least 9 months and practise with a qualified supervisor. 

Class 7 road test — Pass the in-car road test to earn a Class 7 Novice licence. 

Novice stage — Complete 12 months of proven safe driving. 

Driving Record Assessment — Meet the published driving-record criteria and apply to upgrade. 

Restricted Class 5 — Drive for 12 months with restriction 55: zero alcohol and zero drugs while 

driving. 

Unrestricted Class 5 — Restriction 55 expires automatically at the end of the period, unless restarted. 

ICBC’s guidance for people already in the program says transition outcomes vary with the person’s 

licence and age when the changes take effect. Existing drivers should rely on the letter from ICBC and 

the “Earliest Exit Date” on their driving record rather than estimating an eligibility date themselves. 

Which road tests remain? 

Test After Oct. 19, 2026 Why it matters 

Knowledge test Remains Required at the beginning of the licensing process. 

Vision screening Remains Required as part of obtaining the learner’s licence. 

Class 7 road test Remains Practical test to move from L to N. 

Class 5 exit road test Removed for the GLP 

pathway 

Replaced by the Driving Record Assessment. 

 

4. Class 7L learners: rules, practice and supervisors 

What stays the same 

Display the red L sign on the back of the vehicle. 

Have zero alcohol and zero drugs in the blood while driving. 

Do not use cellphones or other electronic devices, including hands-free devices. 



 

 

Do not drive between midnight and 5 a.m. 

Drive only with a qualified supervisor seated beside the learner in the front passenger seat. 

What changes on October 19, 2026 

Supervisor / co-driver 

The minimum supervisor age drops from 25 to 22. ICBC’s future-rule guidance says the supervisor must 

have their own Class 5 licence, must not have restriction 55, and must be legally able to drive. In 

practical terms, a newly upgraded Class 5 driver still serving the 12-month restriction period cannot 

supervise a learner. 

A licensed driving instructor providing instruction is governed by the rules that apply to licensed training. 

Families should not assume that any 22-year-old licensed driver qualifies; check the class and 

restrictions shown on the person’s licence. 

Passengers 

The current Class 7L limit is one passenger in addition to the supervisor. From October 19, 2026, a 

learner may carry more than one passenger when the additional passengers are immediate family 

members. The supervisor is still required. 

For GLP passenger rules, B.C.’s regulations define immediate family to include a spouse, parent, 

grandparent, child, grandchild or sibling, including specified step and foster relationships. Because 

regulatory wording can change, link the webpage to ICBC’s current restriction page rather than 

maintaining a separate long definition. 

Practice expectations 

The change does not reduce the importance of supervised practice. Learners should practise in daylight 

and darkness, good and poor weather, light and heavier traffic, familiar and unfamiliar areas, parking 

situations and higher-speed environments when they are ready. Practice should be progressive and 

should never exceed the learner’s current ability. 

PG Driving For Life Academy’s recommendation: Continue driving for at least 60 hours of varied 

supervised practice before the Class 7 road test, including regular home practice between professional 

lessons. This is a school readiness recommendation, not a newly announced statutory GLP minimum. 

A simple practice plan for families 

Begin in quiet areas and establish observation, steering, braking and speed-control habits. 

Add intersections, lane changes, parking and moderate traffic. 

Progress to complex routes, highway driving, night driving and adverse conditions with an 

appropriate supervisor. 



 

 

Use short, frequent sessions and record what was practised, what went well and what needs work. 

Book a professional assessment before the Class 7 road test; test eligibility is not the same as test 

readiness. 

5. Class 7 Novice drivers 

Restrictions continue until the licence is upgraded 

Display the N sign while driving. 

Maintain zero alcohol and zero drugs in the blood while driving. 

Do not use hand-held or hands-free electronic devices, except an emergency call to 911 as permitted 

by law. 

Carry no more than one passenger, unless the passengers are immediate family or a qualified 

supervisor is present. 

From October 19, 2026, the minimum age for the qualifying supervisor exception lowers to 22. ICBC says 

that supervisor must hold their own Class 5 licence without restriction 55 and be legally able to drive. 

How the safe-driving clock works 

To pass the DRA, the driver must accumulate the applicable safe-driving period: 24 months for drivers 

under 25, 18 months for eligible approved-course graduates under 25, or 12 months for drivers age 25 

and older. A prohibition or suspension, an electronic-device conviction or an excessive-speed conviction 

prevents the driver from meeting the published criteria for that period. 

If a prohibition or suspension occurs before the upgrade, ICBC says the eligibility date resets. The driver 

must then accumulate a new qualifying period based on their age and approved-course status. Check 

the driving record for the official “Earliest Exit Date.” 

PG Driving For Life Academy’s Recommendation: Training remains relevant: Although there will be 

no Class 5 exit road test, novice-stage coaching can still address winter driving, highway driving, night 

driving, hazard perception, collision avoidance and habits that affect the driving record. 

6. The new restricted Class 5 licence 

Requirement or 

privilege 
What applies 

Licence class Class 5 with restriction 55 for 12 months. 

Alcohol and drugs Zero blood alcohol and zero blood drug content while driving. 

L or N sign Not required after the Class 5 upgrade. 

Passenger limit The GLP learner/novice passenger limit no longer applies after the Class 5 

upgrade. 



 

 

Requirement or 

privilege 
What applies 

Electronic devices Restriction 55 itself concerns alcohol and drugs. Standard B.C. distracted-

driving laws continue to apply. 

Supervising a learner Not permitted while restriction 55 applies, because the learner’s 

supervisor must hold Class 5 without that restriction. 

End of restriction Expires automatically; no additional road test or office visit is identified by 

ICBC. 

Prohibition or suspension The 12-month period restarts from the date the licence is reinstated. 

 

Use accurate language: Call this “Class 5 with restriction 55” or “restricted Class 5,” not “full-privilege 

Class 5.” The driver has Class 5 privileges, but the zero-alcohol and zero-drug condition remains for 12 

months. 

7. Transition rules for current drivers 

Class 5 road tests booked around the change date 

Before October 19, 2026: an eligible Class 7 driver may still choose to take the Class 5 road test under 

the existing program. 

On or after October 19, 2026: a booked second road test will be cancelled. ICBC says it will email the 

customer with confirmation and next steps. 

One-time automatic upgrades 

Some existing Class 7 drivers who already meet the new criteria may qualify for a one-time automatic 

upgrade on October 19, 2026. ICBC says eligible drivers will receive a letter. Eligibility must remain intact 

through the implementation date: no prohibitions or suspensions, no electronic-device convictions and 

no excessive-speed convictions. Outstanding debt may also affect the upgrade. 

No action is required for an eligible automatic upgrade unless the Class 7 licence expires before 

October 19; in that case, it must be renewed. 

The driver’s electronic driving record will show the new class even if the physical card still shows 

Class 7. 

Replacing the physical card to show Class 5 is optional. ICBC currently lists a $17 replacement fee. 

If the upgraded licence expires in six months or less, ICBC directs the driver to renew it and currently 

lists a $75 fee for a five-year licence. 



 

 

Drivers who are not automatically upgraded 

Continue following every condition shown on the current Class 7 licence. When the official Earliest Exit 

Date is reached, apply for the DRA at a driver licensing office. Do not remove the N sign or treat the 

licence as Class 5 until ICBC has completed or confirmed the upgrade. 

Moving to B.C. 

People exchanging an out-of-province licence may follow different steps based on the issuing 

jurisdiction and proof of non-learner driving experience. A person from a non-reciprocal jurisdiction, or 

someone unable to prove experience, may need vision screening and, depending on experience, a 

knowledge test and road test. Direct these visitors to ICBC’s moving-to-B.C. guidance rather than 

promising a GLP outcome. 

8. What the changes mean for driver training 

The Class 7 road test becomes the only routine in-car test in the passenger-vehicle GLP pathway, so 

structured preparation before the N matters more than ever. The removal of the Class 5 exit test 

should not be framed as a reason to stop learning after the N. 

There remain three continuing needs: 

Foundational learning: knowledge, observation, vehicle control and safe decision-making during the L 

stage. 

Class 7 road-test readiness: professional instruction and a realistic readiness assessment before the 

remaining practical test. 

Post-N skill development: winter, highway, night, rural and defensive-driving coaching that supports 

a safe driving record and long-term independence. 

Frequently asked questions 

Questions and answers 

Is ICBC eliminating road tests? 

No. The Class 7 road test to move from L to N remains. The second road test used to exit the novice 

stage is the test being removed. 

Do I automatically receive Class 5 after enough time with an N? 

Not in every case. Most drivers will need to meet the record criteria and complete a Driving Record 

Assessment at a licensing office. Some eligible existing drivers may receive a one-time automatic 

upgrade on October 19, 2026. 



 

 

What is checked in the Driving Record Assessment? 

ICBC’s published criteria include the required safe-driving period, no excessive-speed or electronic-

device convictions during that period, and no prohibitions or suspensions. 

Can a 22-year-old supervise a learner? 

From October 19, 2026, yes — but only if the person meets ICBC’s supervisor requirements, including 

holding their own Class 5 without restriction 55 and being legally able to drive. 

Can a newly upgraded Class 5 driver supervise an L driver? 

Not during the 12 months that restriction 55 applies. 

Can an L driver carry siblings or other family members? 

From October 19, 2026, more than one passenger is allowed when the additional passengers are 

immediate family. A qualified supervisor must still sit beside the learner. 

Does an N driver still need the N sign? 

Yes, until ICBC upgrades the licence to Class 5. After the Class 5 upgrade, the N sign and novice 

passenger restriction no longer apply. 

Can I still take my Class 5 road test before the new rules begin? 

Yes, if eligible and the test occurs before October 19, 2026. Tests scheduled on or after that date will be 

cancelled. 

Does driver training still shorten the program? 

For eligible drivers under 25, an ICBC-approved GLP course completed during the learner stage can 

reduce the novice period from 24 months to 18 months. 

What happens after 12 months with restriction 55? 

ICBC says the restriction expires automatically. If the driver received a prohibition or suspension, the 

period restarts from the date of reinstatement. 

Should I stop practising once I pass the N road test? 

No. Continue building experience in varied conditions. Safe, supervised or professional practice remains 

valuable even when no second road test is required. 

 

 



 

 

Page structure and publishing checklist 

Element Recommended implementation 

Suggested slug /icbc-glp-changes-2026/ 

SEO title ICBC GLP Changes 2026 | Class 7 & Class 5 Guide 

Meta description Learn how B.C.’s October 19, 2026 GLP changes affect Class 7 learners and 

novice drivers, Class 5 licensing, road tests, practice and supervisors. 

H1 ICBC GLP Changes Coming October 19, 2026 

Lead content Key-date banner + two-sentence summary + old/new comparison. 

Navigation Sticky anchor links to pathways, learner rules, novice rules, restricted Class 5, 

transition rules and FAQs. 

FAQ display Use accessible accordion controls; questions remain real headings in the page 

source. 

Source note Show “Last reviewed August 25, 2026” and link to ICBC’s official change page. 

Schema Consider FAQPage only if the visible questions and answers exactly match the 

structured data. 

 

Recommended visual content blocks 

Key-date alert band: October 19, 2026. 

Old vs. new comparison table: use responsive stacked cards on small screens. 

Two pathway cards: “Under 25” and “25 or older.” 

Supervisor checklist: age, licence, restriction 55 and front-seat position. 

Testing checklist: knowledge, vision, Class 7 road test, DRA, no Class 5 exit road test. 

Restricted Class 5 callout: zero alcohol/zero drugs for 12 months. 

FAQ accordion and two closing calls to action. 

Updates recommended across drivingforlife.ca 

Current area Recommended change before Oct. 19, 2026 

Homepage: “6 Months 

Off The N” 

Add eligibility: under 25, completed ICBC-approved GLP course during L, 

and subject to ICBC criteria. Consider “18-month novice pathway for eligible 

under-25 graduates.” 

Lesson Overview State that the Class 7 road test remains. Remove or date-limit wording that 

implies every student will later take a Class 5 road test. 

GLP package pages Clarify which included road test is the Class 7 test. Avoid implying that 

vehicle use is included for a post-N Class 5 exit test after the change. 

GLP Policies PDF Update Class 5 road-test fees, test-day descriptions and rebooking 

provisions that will become obsolete for the GLP exit step. 



 

 

Current area Recommended change before Oct. 19, 2026 

FAQs Add the DRA, age-based pathways, restriction 55, supervisor age 22, family 

passenger exemption and transition questions. 

Registration messaging Ask for the student’s age and licence stage so staff can describe the correct 

pathway without guaranteeing eligibility. 

 

Accessibility and readability 

Use one H1 and a logical H2/H3 hierarchy. 

Do not communicate the under-25 and 25+ paths by colour alone. 

Add meaningful alt text to any timeline graphic; repeat all essential facts in text. 

Keep comparison tables simple and provide stacked mobile equivalents. 

Use descriptive link text such as “Read ICBC’s GLP change details,” not “click here.” 

Place the effective date near the top and repeat it beside transition information. 

Editorial safeguards 

Use “effective October 19, 2026,” not “effective now,” until the implementation date. 

Distinguish the Class 7 road test from the discontinued Class 5 exit road test. 

Do not describe the DRA as a road test or skills assessment. 

Do not call restricted Class 5 an unrestricted or full-privilege licence. 

Do not promise an automatic upgrade; say that some eligible existing drivers may qualify and will 

receive an ICBC letter. 

Treat fees as current published amounts and verify them immediately before publishing. 

Use ICBC’s official letter and driving-record date for individual transition advice. 

Official sources and verification links 

Primary sources 

ICBC — Changes to the Graduated Licensing Program — effective date, DRA criteria, cancelled tests and application steps 

Government of B.C. — Supporting road safety, streamlining licensing for new drivers — confirmed new pathways, 

consent age, family exemption and implementation overview 

ICBC — You may be eligible for an automatic upgrade — one-time upgrade, fees, restriction 55 and reset rules 

ICBC — You have a Class 7 licence and you’re under 25 — under-25 novice pathway and continuing restrictions 

ICBC — You hold a Class 7 licence and you’re 25 or older — mature novice pathway, Earliest Exit Date and fees 

ICBC — You have a Class 7L licence — learner restrictions, supervisor age and family passenger change 

ICBC — Take the online knowledge test — online/in-person options, score, timing and fee 

https://www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/new-drivers/graduated-licensing-program-changes
https://archive.news.gov.bc.ca/releases/news_releases_2024-2028/2026PSSG0061-000847.htm
https://www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/new-drivers/you-may-be-eligible-for-an-automatic-upgrade
https://www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/new-drivers/you-have-a-class-7-licence-and-youre-under-25
https://www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/new-drivers/you-hold-a-class-7-licence-and-youre-25-or-older
https://www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/new-drivers/you-have-a-class-7l-licence
https://www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/new-drivers/online-knowledge-test


 

 

ICBC — Teach an ICBC-approved GLP course — course benefits and provider requirements 

B.C. Motor Vehicle Act Regulations, Division 30 — licence classes, passenger rules and immediate-family definition 

Driving For Life pages reviewed 

Driving For Life — Homepage — current “6 Months Off The N” promotion 

Driving For Life — Lesson Overview — current GLP, package and road-test wording 

Driving For Life — GLP Policies PDF — current test, fee and practice language 

https://partners.icbc.com/driver-training/driving-schools/teach-approved-course
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/26_58_10
https://drivingforlife.ca/
https://drivingforlife.ca/lessons-overview/
https://drivingforlife.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Graduated-Licensing-Program-Policies-202506i.pdf

